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Pastor's Article: 
 

Cooperation - The Natural Result of Relationships 
 

 As we approach the end of the Easter season (that time between 
Easter proper and Ascension Sunday) and come up to Pentecost and the 
birth of the Church, I'd like to take a moment to consider what the nature of 
the early apostolic Church was. How did it operate? What were it's 
priorities? How did individual members and Church leaders work together in 
this common mission? And what might this Scriptural template for the 
Church have to say to us (both individually and corporately) at Immanuel 
United Church of Christ? 
 The answer to all of this can be found towards the beginning of the 
book of Acts, where we read: 

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came 
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And 
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added 
to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

(Acts 2:42-47, ESV) 

Note the different items here: 

• The apostles' teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, prayers: 
All of this refers to corporate worship with preaching, fellowship, Holy 
Communion, and common prayer. In other words, this is an 
expression of God's love for us and our returning love to them in 
worship and devotion. 

• They held all things in common, gave to all who were in need, 
and received their daily bread with gratitude: All of this refers to 
mutual support for all people. There is no greedy über-capitalistic 
self-centeredness here in the early Church, but a full understanding 
that everything we have is a gift from God and is to be used for the 
benefit of others. In other words, this is an expression of the love we 
should have for our neighbors. 
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 And this cooperative approach applies not only to the local 
Church congregation (whether the Church in Jerusalem described 
in this lection or our own home in Immanuel United Church of 
Christ) but also to the wider Church. Consider the example of the 
first Church council (what we'd call a General Synod): 

But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, 
Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot 

be saved.” And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate 
with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go 
up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question... When 
they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles 
and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. But some 
believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, It is 
necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses.” 
The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. 

•       (Acts 15:1-2 & 4-6, ESV) 

Note how it was not one person - one bishop, one conference 
minister, one pastor, one apostle, or one anything else - who made 
the decision, but the apostles (the ordained clergy) and the elders 
(the supporting leaders of the congregations) together who 
discussed the matter. And when they came to their decision, how 
did they describe it? They said, "For it has seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit and to us," (Acts 15:28a, ESV). The decision they came to 
was God's, and they as ministers and elders serving God assented 
to the Holy Spirit's decision on the issue. The apostle Paul also 
condemned the spirit of independent, self-assertive leadership and 
held up our unity in Christ when he wrote to the Church in Corinth: 

• I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of 
you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united 
in the same mind and the same judgment. For it has been reported to me by 
Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I 
mean is that each one of you says, I follow Paul,” or I follow Apollos,” or I 
follow Cephas [Peter],” or I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

• (1 Corinthians 1:10-13, ESV) 
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These too are examples of collaboration, including both love of God 
(listening to the Holy Spirit) and love of neighbor (having a representative 
body consider issues and hearing from all sides in an open assembly before 
coming to a decision). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Given this example and direction on what the Church is and 
how it should behave, how do you think we should move forward as 
Immanuel United Church of Christ? How should we position 
ourselves to work in greater cooperation internally to our Church? 
For example: how can each of us help in worship (reading, special 
music, etc.)? How should we position ourselves to work in greater 
cooperation with other local Churches? For example: how can each 
of us foster stronger relationships with the other RCCC and RCF 
Churches and our common worship, fellowship, and mission 
projects, and encourage greater participation in the same? (On a 
slight side-note: our Conference Minister Franz Rigert mentioned 
our RCCC work in his "State of the Conference" address at the 
Annual Meeting). How should we position ourselves to work in 
greater cooperation with the wider community? For example: how 
can we each support some one or two of our mission projects - 
Laura's Pantry, the Warming Center, student homelessness, etc. - 
on a regular and stable basis? Or, how can we each share the 
Gospel, the good news of the love of God with our neighbors in the 
wider world? 
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 While there certainly are different positions and leadership 
roles to be filled in the Church (pastors, elders, deacons, 
musicians, secretaries, missionaries, etc.), these are not in-and-of-
themselves the Church. As a great hymn reminds us, 

The Church is not a building, 
the Church is not a steeple, 
the Church is not a resting place, 
the Church is a people! 
I am the Church! 
You are the Church! 
We are the Church together! 
All who follow Jesus, all around the world, 
yes, we're the Church together! 

(We Are the Church) 

Given this, what is your active, participatory place in the wider 
cooperative community that is the Church, the body of Christ?  
 
Pastor Sean Cornell (they/them) 
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Consistory Minutes – February 2026: 
1. Call meeting to order – Jennifer Marten called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. Those in 

attendance were Rev. Sean, Gene M., Keith R., Karl N., Keri and Brett K., Rod T., Jen M. 
2. Opening prayer – Reverend Sean gave the Opening Prayer. 
3. Review of the secretary’s minutes from last meeting (January 12, 2026) – Motion made by 

Brett K., second by Rod T to approve minutes. Approved. 
4. Treasurer’s report - Submitted by email and phone by Joya Cox - Joya called in to meeting. 

She was very appreciative of the chili that was delivered to her by Rod T. on the night of 
the chili supper. She indicated the paperless billing issue with Public Service should be 
resolved going forward. Rod T paid for one month’s billing using his credit card and will 
submit for reimbursement. Rod T received a text from Kim Hartlaub indicating she 
received a second check which will be returned to Joya to be voided. Rod T and Jen M 
are meeting with Joya tomorrow morning so Jen can be reintroduced to Joya. Motion 
made by Brett K, seconded by Keith R to approve report. Approved. 

5. Pastor’s report - Worship planning - Church events 
a. Communion for March—Sunday March 1 – Date confirmed. 
b. Palm Sunday – Donkey Walk and Mission Committee Event (United for Confections and 

Causes or Uplifting Confections and Community) – Donkeys again provided by Karl 
and Carol Knoener. The UCC acronym as shown in the above examples will be 
decided upon soon. The Palm Sunday service will be slightly different this year 
and the typical dessert auction mission will be held that day also. Additional 
Details to be determined. 

c. These Printer update – Unit is installed and working. Color copying is available. 
Keri K is up and running as the new Church Secretary. 

d. Recorded music accompaniment and/or leads on accompanists – The taped music 
recordings are working on the Sunday’s when we have no organist. We continue 
to look for organists. Jen M. is checking with Lakeland Music Department for 
organists/pianists. Some buttons on the organ have lost programming and 
working on getting that resolved. 

e. Federal and State Tax Withholding – There were issues with the Federal and State 
tax withholdings on Rev. Sean’s salary. have been resolved and now they will be 
paid quarterly. 

f. Remove Mike Giese from membership due to death – He passed away in 2024 and 
per Gene M. he was not on the membership list. 

g. Remove Zach Nauschutz from membership due to relocation – A Letter of 

Termination of Membership was granted for Zach N. Rev Sean and Gene M. to 

review membership list and mailing list. Possible Active membership and Inactive 

membership list to be developed. Several members did not receive the Annual 

Report by mail. 

Motion made by Keith R., seconded by Brett K to approve Pastor’s report. 

Approved. 

6. Old business 

a. Update on how the chili supper went – All reports are that the chili supper went well. 

Nearly sold out with the remaining quarts purchased by Butch and Anne F. Small 

boxes will again be saved by Laura’s Pantry for this event. Final profit is not yet 

available. 
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a. Insurance transition – is anything else needed – Brett K. to order the water shutoff 

valve that detects leakage in water system.  

b. Mission Committee suggestions for Special Gifts distribution – There is money 

available from the Special Gifts Fund for Missions. $1400.00 each will be given to 

the Warming Center in Sheboygan, Mental Health America and Safe Harbor. 

c. Update on Confirmation dessert auction donation to St. Jude’s – Distribution of funds 

to St. Jude’s has been taken care of. 

d. Update credit card - names on the cards, credit limit, cashing in reward points – There 

will be two church credit cards issued, one with Rev Sean’s name and one with 

Keri K’s name. $500 limit on the cards. Ed Pahl is working on the Rewards points. 

e. Update on Sheboygan Warming Center meal on Tuesday Feb. 17 - Karl and Carol 

Knoener are donating the meat for the meal. Serving starts around 6:30 pm. 

Providing shredded beef on buns along with potatoes, pasta salad and cookies. 

Typically serve 55-60 people. Meal is served at St. Luke United Methodist Church 

on Ontario Ave in Sheboygan. 

f. UCC Everywhere website maintenance fee – any new info – Seems no one can 

determine if fees are required. We will keep using the website until further notice. 

g. Repair needed for the church heating system – any updates – Taken care of by Ed 

Pahl. 

7. New business 

a. Thank you note from Kim Hartlaub – Kim sent a Thank You card to the congregation 

for the gift received for her many years of organ playing. 

b. Gas bill glitch – Glitch fixed. 

c. Update salary schedule form – New names being added and form being updated by 

Rev. Sean. 

d. Zoom subscription – currently paying a monthly fee but there is a free version (40-

minute meetings with up to 100 participants) – decide if we maintain the paid 

subscription or drop down to the free version – Monthly fee varies from $16.99 to 

$21.99 depending on usage. Rev. Sean has a subscription if needed. Since Zoom 

is hardly ever used, we will change to the free system. Motion made by Brett K, 

seconded by Keith R. Approved. 

e. Membership update – Rev Sean and Gene M will be working on updating the list. 

Rod T will help with this task. Active and Inactive membership lists being 

discussed. Parameters will need to be developed for this list. 

f. German visitors – update on any plans – dates, number coming, etc – Email received 

from Lynn Marten today indicating she has heard from the Germans. As of now 

planning on leaving Germany October 18 and returning October 28. 18 people are 

currently interested. Slight changes to this to be expected. 

g. Church use – discuss if an update in pricing is needed – Continue discussions about 

this item. 

h. Annual meeting of the Conference is April 10-11 – we usually ask if any members would 

like to attend – Kristy Pahl has volunteered to go – Rev Sean is going and Kristy Pahl 

has volunteered to go. Pastor and 2 voting Lay delegates are allowed to attend. 
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i. Donation for Mission Trip – Karl and Carol K will be going. Rev Sean will no longer 

be able to go. Motion made by Rod T, seconded by Keith R to donate $100 to this 

trip. Approved. 

j. Submissions for March-April newsletter are due by March 1. 

 

8. Next meeting March 9, 2026 – Motion to adjourn made by Rod T, seconded by Keith R. 

Approved. 8:27 pm 

9. Adjourn with The Lord’s Prayer 
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Consistory Minutes – March 2026: 
1. Call meeting to order – Jennifer Marten called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. Those in 

attendance were Rev. Sean, Gene M., Karl N., Rod T., Jen M., and Brett K. 

2. Opening prayer – Reverend Sean gave the Opening Prayer. 

3. Review of the secretary’s minutes from last meeting (February 9, 2026) – Motion made by 

Rod T., seconded by Brett K to approve minutes. Minutes Approved. 

4. Treasurer’s report - Submitted by email and phone by Joya Cox – Joya called in to the 

meeting. The payment to St. Jude has been made. Jen M has been reimbursed for the 

payment of the WPS invoice. Hopefully all issues with billing have now been resolved. 

The Town of Herman sent a letter requesting info to complete a required Tax Exempt 

Form. Joya will help with filling that out. Joya and Jen M to meet Wednesday morning. 

Motion made by Rod T., seconded by Brett K to approve the report. Report Approved. 

5. Pastor’s report - Worship planning - Church events 

a. Communion for April – Maundy Thursday, April 2nd and Easter Sunday, April 5th – 

Confirmed by Reverend Sean that there are two dates of communion in April. 

b. Palm Sunday – Donkey Walk and Mission Committee Event (Uplifting Confections and 

Community) – The Donkey Walk is at 8 am. The Dessert Auction is also on that 

day. 

c. Annual meeting of the Conference - April 10-11 – Rev Sean and Kristi Pahl will be 

attending and carpooling daily. There is room for one additional person to attend. 

d. Memorial Day falls on 5/24 which is also Pentecost Sunday (5/17 is Ascension Sunday 

and 5/31 is Trinity Sunday) – options to remember those we have lost in the past year 

while celebrating the three joyous church holy days.  

i. Observe Memorial Day on 5/17 as part of Ascension Sunday – the realities of the 

Lord ascending into heaven and our dead going to be with God in heaven 

thematically go together 

ii. Observe Memorial Day on its own on 6/7, preserving it as a separate 

observance. 

It was determined to observe Memorial Day events on May 17th. Families of 

those we have lost in the past year will be notified as to the change. 

e. Regretfully remove Peter Warner from membership due to death. – Motion made to 

remove Peter Warner from membership by Brett K., seconded by Gene M. Motion 

Approved. 

6. Old business 

a. Update on how the chili supper – any idea of total made? – Nikki Schumacher has 

submitted receipts so the final will be coming soon. 

b. Special Gifts distribution – Gifts have been distributed to the Warming Center in 

Sheboygan, Mental Health America, and Safe Harbor. Kristy Pahl added a note to 

each one before mailing them out. 

c. Update credit card - cashing in reward points – Still in process. Brett K will check on 

it. 
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d. Sheboygan Warming Center meal – Event was well attended by our church. Food 

was awesome. It was well received. 70 people were served. We may do this again 

in the future. 

e. Zoom – Pro account has been cancelled. We have the free version. Email contact 

to be switched to Immanuel’s Gmail account. Motion made by Brett K., and 

seconded by Rod T., to switch email account. Motion Approved. 

f. Membership update – The church membership is being entered into Excel 

spreadsheets by Rev Sean. It is approx. 1/3 done. We are striving to have 

accurate membership lists. Even though this info is being put into a spreadsheet, 

the old cards need to be retained. 

g. German visitors – A meeting was held last week about the visit from the Germans. 

Currently there are 18 people coming. The dates are October 17th to the 25th. 

Working on finding housing and transportation for this event. Also determining 

the composition of this group. Letting other RCC churches know of this event as 

well. Next meeting is after church on April 26, 2026. 

h. Organ and Organists – 50 songs can be loaded into the organ. No other organists 

to date. We will post our part-time opening for an organist on the UCC Musicians 

Association site.  

7. New business 

a. Palm Sunday – Consistory will provide refreshments after donkey walk. 

b. Maundy Thursday – Consistory will provide refreshments after service. 

c. Putting up the cross for Easter. The cross for the Easter plants will be put up in 

church on April 3, 2026. 

d. Water leak in parsonage – Water was leaking from a galvanized water pipe in 

parsonage basement and was noticed by Rev. Sean on Wednesday 3-4-2026. The 

leak was at the location of an in-line water filter housing. This was on the line that 

runs from the parsonage to the church. Neumann Plumbing was called. They 

were able to come out the same day and replaced a section of the galvanized line 

with copper pipe and fittings. Removed water filter housing. Pipe is no longer 

leaking. 

e. Elevator – low oil light flashing – Elevator was found to not be working on Thursday 

3-5-2026 by Jennifer M. She contacted Edgar Karsteadt. Edgar discovered the low 

oil light flashing and he added some oil. Karl N called Advanced Elevator Co. at 

262-432-3660 on 3-6-2026 and left a message for a return phone call. Edgar 

checked the elevator again on 3-6-2026 and is not working. Karl N called again on 

Monday 3-9-2026 and left another message at 414-433-1639. Advance Elevator 

texted Karl indicating they would be on site either Monday afternoon or Tuesday 

morning to look at elevator. Karl replied to text him when they are on the way and 

he will let them into the church. Since they didn’t come on Monday, it is expected 

they will come on Tuesday. A motion made by Brett K and seconded by Jen M to 

allow up to $2000.00 to fix elevator. Motion passed.  

f. Gas bill glitch – Jen M paid the bill and will be reimbursed. Hopefully billing issues 

are now resolved. 
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g. Bulletin and newsletter submission timelines – Items for inclusion in the weekly 

bulletin need to be submitted by Tuesday of that week. Items for inclusion in the 

monthly Newsletter need to be submitted by the 15th of the month before the 

newsletter release. There is a bulletin board at the church entry on which only 

community and UCC items will be posted.  

h. Annual Spring Clean Up – April 11th will be the date for the Spring cleanup. Weather 

dependent. Cleanup starts at 8:00 am. 

i. Building/grounds improvements to plan/save for – Brett K will look at products for 

fixing some of the floor tiles in the basement. Arnie Knoener has again agreed to 

perform maintenance on the Bad Boy lawnmower. Thank You Arnie. There is one 

downspout on the church that appears to be blocked, probably with leaves. Brett 

K will look into getting that resolved. 

8. Next meeting April 13, 2026 – Motion to adjourn made by Rod T., seconded by Brett K. 

Motion Approved at 8:55 pm.  

9. Adjourn with The Lord’s Prayer 
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Mission Committee Moments:  
Dessert Auction: 

On March 29, 2026, our congregation gathered for a Mission Moment and Dessert Auction (Uplifting 

Confections and Community) during worship. Nicki Schumacher shared information about the McKinney-

Vento Homeless Assistance Act and the need to support unhoused and displaced youth and families involved in 

the Sheboygan Area School District (SASD). 

Following this meaningful start, the energy in the sanctuary shifted to excitement as the Dessert Auction got 

underway! Delicious desserts and confections captured everyone’s attention as the bidding started. Generous 

bidders enthusiastically competed for their favorites, turning each sweet treat into an opportunity to give back. 

Carter Pahl was our auctioneer, and Jennifer Marten was the event MC. Not only did the Mission Committee 

raise money through the bidding, many others who didn’t walk away with any goodies also gave a donation 

after worship. In total, we raised $1,200 for the SASD to use to help students and their families! The Mission 

Committee would like to express our most sincere THANK YOU for the enthusiasm and generosity of 

everyone who attended, donated, and participated! 

Gratefully submitted, Kristy Pahl (chairperson) 

Many many laughs were had:  
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‘Thank Yous’ were sent to Immanuel for the donations: 
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Mission Committee Moments: Save the date!!! 

IMMANUEL UCC ICE CREAM SOCIAL: 

Mark your calendars—our beloved Annual Ice Cream Social and Brat Fry is back! Join us on Tuesday, July 

14, 2026, from 4-7pm for an evening of community, fun, and plenty of food. This cherished summer tradition 

brings together friends, families, and neighbors to enjoy yummy sandwiches, sweet treats, good company, and a 

joyful summertime atmosphere. 

We are looking for volunteers! Sign‑up sheets will be posted in church beginning in June, so please consider 

lending a hand by working a shift and/or donating a cake. This event supports the faithful work of our Mission 

Committee. For questions, donations, or to volunteer to help, please contact Kristy Pahl or any member of the 

Mission Committee. 
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Congregation President Announcements: 
 
 

Flood Relief – Supporting Shiocton: 

 

As you may have heard, the village of Shiocton was recently evacuated due to 
severe flooding. Our friends at St. John’s UCC in Black Creek have been providing 
shelter and meeting the needs of those affected. When our Mission Committee learned 
that Bethlehem UCC was organizing a short-term “flash drive” to collect urgently 
needed items. We voted to donate $200 toward this effort. Needed supplies were 
purchased and delivered to Bethlehem, and Pastor Randy then transported them to St. 
John’s UCC. 

Please continue to keep those impacted in your prayers as they navigate the 
days ahead and watch for future opportunities to offer support. 
 
 
 

Many Thanks to ALL: 

 

We would like to extend thanks and gratitude to the following: 
 

• Arno Knoener for his donation of time and materials for the spring maintenance 
of the church lawnmower. 

• Members who came out on Saturday, April 11th for spring cleanup of the church 
grounds. 

• Howards Grove Fire Department for their bingo night food drive to support 
Laura's pantry. 

• Ed & Carter Pahl for delivering the HGFD donation to church. 

• The Elkhart Lake-Glenbeulah High School National Honor Society for including 
us in their service-learning project. Our food pantry is one of the recipients of 
their birthday cake project. 
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Upcoming Birthdays and Anniversaries: 
 
 

    
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to ALL! 

And Congratulations to ALL who are celebrating Anniversaries! 

 

Sorry, if I forgot someone or mixed up a date. All dates were in 

Birthday/Anniversary Chart. 

 

Blessings to you All!  

  



 17 

 



 18 

 
 


